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1.

Overview of the event

On 6th October 2017 ShaleXenvironmenT consortium hosted a public forum at the Geological Society
London, aiming at presenting and discussing the state-of-the art of Shale Gas research in Europe. It
involved speakers from Academia, Industry and Government and offered an opportunity for poster
presentations, so as to support fact-based and science-backed knowledge sharing. The event gathered
more than 50 participants coming from different backgrounds related to shale gas and other
unconventional energy resources. The forum triggered an interesting discussion around shale gas from
different perspectives and the future potential of unconventional sources of energy.

During the forum, 11 presentations were given, covering various aspects of research related to shale
gas. The presentations were followed by a panel discussion in the afternoon, which allowed productive
exchanges amongst the participants.
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The presentations were recorded, and are available via the SXT website, as discussed in the
Dissemination section below.
A poster session was held during the breaks, with 6 posters presented by young researches. The
following topics were covered by the posters:
1. “Multi-scale 3D porosity and organic matter network in shales with variable TOC and maturity”,
Lin Ma
2. “Addressing the risks of induced seismicity in sub-surface energy operations”, Richard Porter
3. “A kinetic Monte Carlo approach to study fluid transport in porous networks”, Maria
Apostolopoulou
4. “Mitigating Environmental Impacts of ‘Fracking’ in the UK: Lessons Drawn from wo Case
Studies in the USA”, Miriam Aczel
5. “CO2 Enhanced Shale Gas Recovery: Insights from Gas Adsorption Experiments”, Humera
Ansari
6. “Noble gas analysis of hydrocarbon generation in the Eagle Ford shale”, David Byrne
All the posters are reproduced in the annex of this report.

Poster session / Networking during the breaks
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2.

Communication and Dissemination

In order to reach the highest number of stakeholders, the organizers of the event identified target
groups and suitable communication channels to reach them. The target groups are mainly academia
and industry whose work is related to shale gas and unconventional energy resources. The event was
largely disseminated on shalexenvironment.org, eventbrite.co.uk and SXT network.
The whole event was recorded and the links to the video were added to the ShaleXenvironmenT
website. The videos can be watched on the SXT YouTube Channel:
Morning Session Part 1
Morning Session Part 2
Morning Session Part 3
Afternoon Session Part 1
Afternoon Session Part 2

3.

Impact

The second edition of the Shaleology Forum proved to be a successful event. 20 students from the
MSc ‘Global Management of Natural Resources’ attended the event and actively participated in the
Panel Discussion. Several Ph.D. students from other institutions participated actively to the event. In
addition to academics, students and practitioners, a few laypeople attended portions of the forum,
and interacted with the participants. One of the attendees, Dr. Andrew Kisiel, is Chairman of DAI, a
software company. Dr. Kisiel was very pleased by the amount of information shared, as well as with
the possibility of establishing contacts with industrial representatives from Anadarko and Halliburton.
It was also appreciated that scientists from several organizations, not necessarily connected with the
SXT consortium, presented their results. Among these, the consortium FracRisk, based in Edinburgh,
was represented by Dr. McDermott, who gave an overview on the possible risks connected with the
operation of hydraulic fracturing.
While some members of the general public attended the event, SXT recognizes that perhaps a wider
advertisement might attract larger audiences. However, having the presentations available on the
website will help disseminate the scientific results to a wide audience.
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4.

Conclusions and future steps

Discussions among SXT partners led to the suggestion that The Shaleology Forum should become an
annual event and to serve as a networking space for researchers and industry representatives. Two
Shaleology Forums have been organized so far, and the consortium is already thinking about an
additional forum to be held in 2018. While this additional forum was not planned in the SXT proposal,
it might be an opportunity to present to all the stakeholders the results from the 4 consortia supported
by Horizon 2020 to quantify the environmental impact of shale gas exploration and possible
production in Europe.
Another dissemination event is planned to take place on Sunday, 18th March 2018 in Doha, Qatar.
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Poster 1: “Multi-scale 3D porosity and organic matter network in shales with variable TOC and maturity”, Lin Ma
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Poster 2: “Addressing the risks of induced seismicity in sub-surface energy operations”, Richard Porter
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Poster 3: “A kinetic Monte Carlo approach to study fluid transport in porous networks”, Maria Apostolopoulou
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Poster 4: “Mitigating Environmental Impacts of ‘Fracking’ in the UK: Lessons Drawn from wo Case Studies in the USA”,
Miriam Aczel
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Poster 5: “CO2 Enhanced Shale Gas Recovery: Insights from Gas Adsorption Experiments”, Humera Ansari
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